
This is the ‘pitch’ of the wire - how many loops there are in an 
inch. The two common pitches of wire are 2:1 and 3:1. So a 2:1 
wire will have just two loops in every inch and a 3:1 wire will 
have 3 loops, as shown on the diagram. 2:1 wires are available in 
all sizes from wire No. 4 right up to No. 24, 3:1 wires are available 
in wires No. 3 -10 only.

2:1 or 3:1?

Wire binding is one of several ‘mechanical’ binding systems. Tried and tested, it remains our most popular binding system. We stock a large range of machines 
for punching and binding.  If you’re not sure about sizes, pitch or wire number just call, we’re happy to help. All our wires are held in stock for rapid next day 
delivery, for larger orders please speak to us to check delivery dates. Plastic comb binding and plastic spiral coil binding machines and consumables are also 
stocked.

3	 3/16” / 5.5mm	 2.5mm

Wire No.	 Diameter closed	 Max. Book Thickness Wire No.	 Diameter closed	 Max. Book Thickness

4	 1/4” / 6.9mm	 4.8mm

5	 5/16” / 8.0mm	 6.4mm

6	 3/8” / 9.5mm	 7.9mm

7	 7/16” / 11.0mm	 9.5mm

8	 1/2” / 12.7mm	 11.1mm

9	 9/16” / 14.3mm	 12.7mm

10	 5/8” / 16.0mm	 14.3mm

12	 3/4” / 19mm	 17.5mm

14	 7/8” / 22.0mm	 20.6mm

16	 1” / 25.4mm	 22.8mm

20	 1 1/4” / 32.0mm	 28.0mm

24	 1 1/2” / 38mm	 32.2mm

Available in 2:1 & 3:1 Pitch Available in 2:1 Pitch Only

What size do I need?

1”

2:1

3:1

1”
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